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series of fundamental questions about the Balkans growing
out of Italy's Tripolitan War, and seemed to indicate that
Sazonov was contemplating some important action to which
he wished to secure French assent* "These are the most
serious questions which Russia can raise for her ally/' Louis
wrote to Poincare next day.217 But Sazonov then appar-
ently changed his mind suddenly; to Louis's repeated efforts
to induce him to discuss the questionnaire and the inten-
tions which lay back of it, Sazonov only answered evasively,
On many other occasions, as in the case of the Potsdam ne-
gotiations, Sazonov took important steps or consulted with
Germany without first informing Georges Louis; this lack
of regard' for Franco-Russian solidarity was very irritating
to Poincare. It was his great aim to have the Triple En-
tente present a solid diplomatic front to the Triple Alliance.
M, Sazonov also nourished a personal grievance against
Georges Louis. This arose from the curious fact, which one
would hardly have expected between two allies, that Sazo-
nov's agents had discovered how to decipher the French
secret diplomatic code, and were spying upon the telegrams
between Georges Louis and the French Government. M.
Louis suspected this and repeatedly warned Poincare that
the cipher ought to be changed more frequently. In April,
1912, in one of Georges Louis's deciphered telegrams, Sazo-
nov thought he discovered that Louis had accused him of
being dilatory in regard to a Chinese loan.218 Thereupon
he instructed Izvolski to try to get Georges Louis recalled
and have someone else sent as French Ambassador to St.
Petersburg. Izvolski readily undertook the task, though it
was a very delicate and embarrassing one. Poincare at
217 Judet, p, 174; c/. Poincare, II, 24 ff.
2is Judet, p. 85. In reality Louis had referred to the dilatoriness of
the "ministry" before Sazonov became Minister of Foreign Affairs, but
Sazonov's agent had made the mistake of deciphering "minister" instead
of "ministry" and Sazonov had taken this to be a personal reference to
himself..